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Abstract
Paraguay is the second largest producer of e-
waste in Latin America, reaching around the 48
grams per capita per year. At the same time, as
these valuable resources are being wasted, a
significant community of waste pickers is
struggling to make a living from the collection and
sortation of traditional communal waste. This
project implements a program that provides this
group of waste pickers with skills and how-to of
collection and partial disassembly of e-waste with
a goal of diverting this waste stream from the
landfill and channeling it into an income stream for
the waste pickers and their families. This project
involves awareness and skill building efforts, which
result in environmental and social benefits for the
entire community of waste pickers in Paraguay
and beyond.
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